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Washington Death 
Certificate Timeline 
for Home Funeral 

Families

(1) Death occurs in Washington

(2) Body is retained by the family 
acting as their own funeral 

director; or body is released to a 
professional funeral director for 

transport

(3) Person in charge (next of kin or 
designated agent) obtains blank 

paper death certificate from 
county health department where 

death occurred

(4) Person in charge completes the 
demographic portion of the death 
certificate using black ink, no white 

outs or cross outs, stating 
Unknown or N/A as necessary and 
presents it to medical authority for 

certification within 48 hours

(5) Person in charge files the 
completed death certificate with 
the registrar/official in the county 

where the death occurred within 5 
(five) days from when the death 

occurred

(6) The registrar/official then 
issues a burial/transit permit

(7) Upon interment, cremation, or 
natural organic reduction, the next 

of kin acquires the cemetery or 
crematory official's signature on 

the burial/transit permit

(8) The sexton or crematory 
operator files the permit with the 
registrar in the county where the 

death occurred within 10 days

(9) If cremated, the burial/transit 
permit serves as the cremation 

permit, though some counties may 
require additional paperwork and 

fees 

(10) Once registered, certified 
copies of the death certifcate will 

be available for purchase 

(11) Families of those who die in 
WA but are buried in OR follow 

these rules. Deaths of 
Washingtonians that occur in other 
states are governed by the rules of 
the state where the death occurs


